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thern is lkely to ncrease the rsk of njLrry and alternative practices

For rnany appLicalions invoving handling lterns on and off a

conrm€rcialveh cle a crane or p alfom llft caf be a prac|calafd
affordab€ so Lrtion The trad uona view is that c€nes and p atforflr
lifts are viab€ of y for hand ing larger ii€ms butthe aiest rnod€ls
frorn the leading manLrfactur€rs ar€ su tab e lor al loads covered by

the currcnt rnafual hand ins regu atons They are des gn€d

specfica ly for Lrse on rnost ight commercial v€hic es and can be

insta ed with ttle or no rnodifcation to the chass s or bodywo.k
Bear ng n rnind that lh€se produch are genera ly used by peope

who are rnore conc€rn€d wth other aspects of their work they need

to be easy to operate, robLrsl and relabe There s no polnt ln
€quipp ng veh c€s w th something that is d fficLrlt lo use or has
f€atures that are not requ red

Th€ b€st deslgns wil be slmp e to use and efficienl Th€re is a

k€nd towards greater lse of hydrau c pow€r as this offers a

nurnber of b€nefits in terrns of handlins precison, p€rfornance and

Whatever the choic€, oad hand ing equiprnent should only be

used after stafl have recelved proper tra nlng and the appropriaie
nsk assessments have been competed This is not difiiclrltand
sholr d he p to enslrre lhat companres and the r employees continLre

to cary olrt tireir lasks as safey and eifrc ently as possrbe
A bookei published by Penny Hydra!lcs oJJers free glridance on

man!a -hand ing rcglrlahons wrth pract cal advice on how lo rcdlce
the need to handle loads by hand Tlre bookel rnclLrdes numerols
case studles explain ng how we have he p€d clstoriers redlce
man!a hand ins and mp€ment best practice throLrgh o!r dessn
b -fd luig n dl.liolddlrdi- 8\p /i p '-" opp d"

avaiable ftonr the Penny Hydraulics website:
wll/w pennylrydrau ics com
Richard Short
Sales director, Penny Hydraulics
Clowne, Detbyshire

Don't let oil companies
pull the wool over your eyes
As a forrner fues and ubricants troubeshooter for the od ShelN4ex
& BP companv, have considerable enpathy with much of the
contenlof [r]r Uttons letter on automotive lubricanis and add tives

\It a n spart Engi neet Februaty)
Lk€ rnany fleet engneers know, woudwecome being brought

up to date by h m on th s fasclnat ng subl€ct n par|cu ar on the
relevance of tlre mu titude of gobal oi teststandards to cLrrrent
ELrropean trlck operation

I remenrber rneeting, ln the 1960s, an ncredible tribologist, Dr
Denis Somersnrith, who was an adviser lo Cl at B lingham He
was an enthLrs ast supporter of She I industria lubrcants buth€
reckoned that they were lar too good and were therefore ike y to be
too expensrv€ To demonstrate his point he wouid take me out n
hjs lam ly Mrn , ubncated wlllr straight 5W eng ne o I This was
very rnLrch clreaper lhan tlre 10W 40 "SLrper Motor Oil that Shel
had jLrst aunched Th s 10W 40 ol had b€€n d€veloped in
conJunction w th oEr4 (origlna equiprnent manufactrrrers) to redLrce

battery slze weight and cosl to lrnprove fLr€l economy, and to

cornbat crankcase v€nt lalion chal€nges The conc€pi misf red as

engine noise and o I consumplion were noticeably wolse
Duckharns had a fied day with its 20W 50 because oii
consumpton was less and €nglne noses w€re dampened

a so TeTnember a ecture on optimum oi change periodicity (ocP)

gven by Dr Sh r ey Schwartz at the ETMC (ELrrop€an Truck

l/la ntenance Counci ) nternational conference al The Hague in the
1980s Shirey was a senlo. Genera Motors scentistwho had been
gven the task of producing a dashboard ndicator for Cadil ac to
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automatcaly ndlcate when an engine oi change was dLre She

described the empirca testing her team had carned olrt ln Alaska
and Death Valey, Callfornla and conc ud€d that tlre ocp was a d rect
funclion of the number of limes the eng ne f red and srrnp-oi
temperzture She said that her team had found that ol qua liy had

no rnajor effect on ocp ln the lhr€€ years I worked for She I I never
d d come across an eng ne fa lure caused by ubncant type Lack of
ubricant yes, and th€re was one instance wlrere engine oi had
becorne acidic I must have taken hLrndreds of samples n rnytirie

As many fleel engineers know, I have been foarunate to have

been involved for over 30 yeals wLih tlre RTF/BTAC fLr€l

consumpton tr a s at tlre l\1la provlng ground at NLrneatoi
Warwlcksh re Nlost of the resLr is lrave been reported n lransp..i
Engineer as welas in teclrnrca magazrnes rn the lJS, Soutlr Airca
andNewZeaand Low rollng resslance tyres, low-vscosty
transrnissron ubricants, and screnillca yJ tted aerodynam c

nterventons have dernonstrated the r flre-sav ng pot€ntia , bLrt the

sarne cou d not be sa d ior fue and eng n€-oil addit ves W1h 50
years exp€r€nce under my belt, had become a cynic But tlren ast

Ociober I was asked io organ se an RTVBTAC lestfor Nanoborcn
whrch had developed an engine ol additive contain ng a lovr

co€fficenl of frcton bolndary lubricant To cut a ong story short
lmprovements of L0 3 per cenl and i1 per cent were recoded
respectivey on th€ high-spe€d and slop-stad clrcuits at lvlrra A fLr I

report ls ava lable frcm Dr Vlouf r Adjrad at Nanoboron, 27r Regent

Street London W1B 2ES

Back to Brian Utton's letter: am b€ginning to think he doth
prctest too rnuch (b!tonly a lttle)
Roger Denniss
Lorry Logic
Repton, Derbyshire

Government help needed
to really put these claims t0 the test

read wth consrdera b e rnterest the etter irom Castrcl s Br a n Lltton

lTransport ErEineet Fehtiary) on the use of oll add tives that are

sald to both improve boih fue consumptron and redLrce exhaust
emlssions There is a pleihora of these products on the rnarket

ln my many years as a fleetengineer and more recenty n rny

ro e al the Road Hau age Associailon hadly a w€ek has passed

w thout another company prodLrcing an add tiv€ or Lrbricant of th s

sort t s€ems UsLraly, lt is sald to be ihe on y one that works n

cornmon wth many other engineers, ike to keep an open mind
on such rnattels After a l, lf we never cons dered new products of
any kind th€n we woLrld stil be us ng a lrorse and cart as olr

Th€ flrms deveoping and producrng tlrese products have appaenty
sp€nl considerab€ amo!nts of rnoney on research and d€v€opment
and it cou d b€ thal, jlsi nraybe, th€r€ is some ben€flto be had from
usins some ofthelr products But how ar€ we lo knowT

t s inpractica for mosl transport f rms to ver ry the clarms made
and lo have c€rtainly as to the irnpact on other factors, slrcir as

component ife and re iabilty As a resu t, th€s€ producls are rk€y
to n€ver to make a serious irnpact because the percelved risk
usualy outweshs the caim€d b€nefit

I wond€r if th€re is a ro e here for pub ic y funded research The

covernrn€nt s constantly h gh ighling th€ need to inrprove th€

environment by developing and testing new technoLoges and
perhaps lt could br ng togeth€r the product promoters along with
ma nstrearn vehicle and ubricant rnanufaclurers to provide wide
ranging evdence that transport engineers can lrave faith in
Steve Biddle
Head of technical services, Road Haulage Association
Weyb dge, Surrey D


